1 Introduction

Throughout its short but distinguished history, the University of Limerick has been widely acclaimed for the high quality of its teaching and the excellence of its graduates. Employers are particularly appreciative of the work experience gained by every undergraduate student through our programme of Cooperative Education. Almost 1700 employers participate in this programme with over 30% of the placements overseas. However, the University of Limerick is not content to rest on its laurels as an acclaimed centre of teaching excellence and has embarked upon an ambitious strategy to enhance further the learning environment for students. 

The University of Limerick is fortunate in enjoying a truly outstanding physical setting. The University is located in 200 acres of parkland on the banks of the river Shannon and provides more on-site residence accommodation than any University in Ireland. All of these factors combine to suggest that you consider seriously the University of Limerick as the institution where you pursue your undergraduate education. I wish you well as you proceed with the selection of a University and assure you that the University of Limerick will be privileged if you choose to entrust your undergraduate education to this institution. It is a trust that we will endeavour to justify.

2 The University of Limerick

The University of Limerick is unique. We take pride in our special emphasis on experiential learning through cooperative education. We offer high quality undergraduate education across a wide range of programmes, as well as excellent research and scholarship. UL graduates have a record of high employability. The University has close working relationships with industry. Our institutional ethos combines academic excellence with relevance to the economic, social and cultural development of Ireland. The University is especially proud of its outstanding cultural, sporting and residential facilities, which are located on a truly beautiful campus. It is an environment that enriches and enhances the learning and working environment for both students and staff.

Our mission is to promote and advance learning and knowledge relevant to the needs of Ireland through teaching, research and scholarship. This is done in an environment that encourages innovation and upholds the principles of free enquiry and expression. Our vision is to offer students an academic environment that supports optimal intellectual growth and personal development and is characterized by principles of fairness, equity and integrity. We are also committed to continuous improvement in all our activities and processes.

3 Historical

Founded by the Vikings over a thousand years ago, Limerick City is a most lively, interesting and attractive place to live and study. The city is magnificently sited on one of Europe’s finest rivers, the Shannon. A city of many contrasts, the recent pioneering programme of urban renewal has transformed Limerick, into a thriving, energetic and all-embracing modern city. Careful planning by the City Authorities has ensured a successful blend of the historic and the modern. The outcome is an architecturally pleasing commercial and social hub for the wider Mid West Region. The Mid West Region, which comprises the greater Limerick/Shannon area is one of the leading growth centres of the country. The proximity of Shannon International Airport ensures that the Region’s important trade links with the global market-place are maintained, and underpins the development of advanced technological industry which has taken place over the past twenty years in the National Technological Park adjacent to the University, in the Shannon Industrial Free Zone, and in the modern industrial estates which now are clustered around Limerick City. The city itself serves as the commercial hub of the Region.

4 Entertainment

Limerick’s social life is richly catered for. By night, old-world pubs ring to the sound of traditional Irish music, or to the sounds of rock, folk and jazz. Clubs, cafes and discos abound in a City where social interaction – with both young and not-so-young joining in the fun – is at the heart of its nightlife. New social venues have opened in recent years to meet the needs of a growing population with increasing disposable incomes. At night the City comes alive with music and entertainment, and during the summer months an almost continental atmosphere is generated among the diners at the many street-side cafes, bars and restaurants. Limerick has long enjoyed a reputation as a major cultural and artistic centre, having contributed to the world of entertainment through its many achievements in the theatre, in music and in the arts. Limerick is the host city to a wide variety of internationally acclaimed groups and organisations, including the Irish World Music Centre, the Irish Concert Orchestra, Daghda Dance Company, and the Island Theatre Group. Limerick also houses the world-famous Hunt Museum, displaying what was once the largest private collection of rare and priceless artefacts in Ireland and is now in State guardianship.

5 Sporting capital of Ireland

For a City of its size, Limerick can take pride in its sporting achievements, and the new student arriving in the City will have a wide range of sporting outlets, with all the mainstream sports well represented. Rugby Union is a major sport in the area, with Limerick widely acknowledged as Ireland’s unofficial “Rugby Capital”. The Limerick hurling team is always a powerful force in the national game, and the “Sport of Kings” is well catered for with a brand new racecourse just completed in the suburbs. There are four top-class golf courses within a six-mile radius of the City centre. Tennis and hockey facilities are also well developed, and the river Shannon provides a permanent backdrop for many rowing and angling clubs with a long tradition of successful activities.

6 Attractive and friendly

Limerick is an attractive location. Whether pursuing active, cultural or sporting interests, or merely enjoying a quiet stroll along the banks of the Shannon, students will appreciate the calm and peaceful atmosphere, which pervades this historic city. Students will not lack for opportunities for a good night out, nor find difficulty in finding employment, whether full-time in summer or part-time throughout the year. The innate friendliness of the people will remain an abiding memory for all who come to live and study “where the Shannon River meets the sea”.

7 Eating Facilities on Campus

Students eat well at University of Limerick. The University offers a wide choice of restaurants, which include large self-service restaurants offering high quality home cooked food at budget conscious prices, a variety of small restaurants, stylish cafes and bar/ restaurants, which serve food late into the evening. Restaurants include:

Red Raisin Café (Cafeteria) – large self service café offering a variety of hot and cold snacks, speciality coffees and fast food options.

University Main Restaurant - offers a "student special" hot dish every day, pizzas, carvery, soup, sandwiches, coffee and snacks.

Plaza Café, Glucksman Library – coffee shop in the Library, which serves hot and cold lunches and snacks.

Café Allegro, Foundation Building – just the place for a treat, serving speciality coffee, gateaux, gourmet panini sandwiches and salads.

Café @roma, Computer Science Building – speciality coffees, hot chocolate, hot dishes of the day, salads and hot and cold sandwiches.

Café Sportif – a variety of healthy options, hot dishes, salads, sandwiches and health drinks.

Paddock Restaurant – opens for breakfast and serves hot dishes, sandwiches and snacks throughout the day.

New for 2004 - Ciaran's Café in Dromroe village is a new healthy eats café specialising in veggie options, hearty soups, salads, juices and hot dinners.

8 Students’ Union

All students of UL automatically become members of the students union on enrolment. The purpose of the union is to represent students’ views within the university and on local and national issues. The union is run by students for students, independent of the University. It is also responsible for providing a variety of services to students. There are 4 sabbatical officers elected to the union each year from the student body.

Each class elects a class representative or two depending on the size of the class. These class reps air the ideas and concerns of classmates and colleagues at class reps council. The council as a body then mandates the Union on a course of action. The elected sabbatical officers can then organise the details of the action.The president is responsible for the initiation of Union policy, representing the students at University governing authority and organising the Union to run efficiently. From time to time students experience difficulties, whether academic, financial or personal. The SU Welfare Officer is available to help with a range of issues including landlord problems, financial aid, crisis pregnancy & sexual health information by providing information, advice, referrals, or just a listening ear. As Deputy President the Welfare Officer can also act as the students voice on Governing AuthorityThe SU Education Officer deals with advice on academic problems, class issues, or study skills. She is also responsible for class reps, who are the decision making body of the Students Union and attends university Academic Council. The SU Communication Officer deals with An Focal and publicizes the events and campaigns that the SU run throughout the year. An Focal is the fortnightly students’ newspaper written entirely by students and edited by the Communications Officer.

9 Student Union Services

There are a wide variety of clubs & societies on campus from the Drama soc to the GAA club to the chess club. – see Clubs and Societies section for more information. The Ents Manager in the Students’ Union organises a wide range of events and entertainments throughout the year from gigs to raves to mystery tours… – see Time Out section. The graphics department primarily provides students with cheaper photocopying. Additionally they provide binding, scanning, laminating, colour photocopying, faxing and a host of associated services.
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